1. SUSAN

Action research comprises a family of research methodologies which aim to pursue action and research outcomes at the same time (PAR, action learning, soft systems methodology, etc.). It therefore has some components which resemble consultancy or change agency, and some which resemble field research. The focus is action to improve a situation and the research is the conscious effort, as part of the process, to formulate public knowledge that adds to theories of action that promote or inhibit learning in behavioral systems. In this sense the participatory action researcher is a practitioner, an interventionist seeking to help improve client systems. However, lasting improvement requires that the participatory action researcher help clients to change themselves so that their interactions will create these conditions for inquiry and learning
. Hence to the aims of contributing to the practical improvement of problem situations and to the goals of developing public knowledge we can add a third aim of participatory action research, to develop the self-help competencies of people facing problems. 


Will Allen PhD. (2002). Improving the use of collaborative approaches within natural resource management. 
Retrieved July 29, 2004 from http://nrm.massey.ac.nz/changelinks/ar.html
2. KARENE

Action research is any systematic inquiry conducted by teacher researchers,

principals, school counselors, or other stakeholders in the teaching/learning environment, to gather information about the ways that their particular schools operate, how they teach, and how well their students learn. This information is gathered with the goals of gaining insight, developing reflective practice, effecting positive changes in the school environment (and on educational practices in
general), and improving student outcomes and the lives of those involved.

(Mills, 2000, as cited in Aune, 2002).
 

 

Aune, B. (2002). Teaching Action Research via Distance [Electronic version]. 

Journal of Technology and Teacher Education 10(4), 461-479. 
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3. XING

Action research is a term which refers to a practical way of looking at your own work to check that it is as you would like it to be. Because action research is done by you, the practitioner, it is often referred to as practitioner based research; and because it involves you thinking about and reflecting on your work, it can also be called a form of self-reflective practice.

The idea of self reflection is central. In traditional forms of research 
 empirical research 
 researchers do research on other people. In action research, researchers do research on themselves. Empirical researchers enquire into other people
s lives. Action researchers enquire into their own. Action research is an enquiry conducted by the self into the self. You, a practitioner, think about your own life and work, and this involves you asking yourself why you do the things that you do, and why you are the way that you are. When you produce your research report, it shows how you have carried out a systematic investigation into your own behaviour, and the reasons for that behaviour. The report shows the process you have gone through in order to achieve a better understanding of yourself, so that you can continue developing yourself and your work.

Action research is open ended. It does not begin with a fixed hypothesis. It begins with an idea that you develop. The research process is the developmental process of following through the idea, seeing how it goes, and continually checking whether it is in line with what you wish to happen. Seen in this way, action research is a form of self evaluation. It is used widely in professional contexts such as appraisal, mentoring and self assessment.

A useful way to think about action research is that it is a strategy to help you live in a way that you feel is a good way. It helps you live out the things you believe in, and it enables you to give good reasons every step of the way.

Jean McNiff (2002). Action research for professional development concise advice for new action researchers. First and Second Editions Jean Mcniff 1995, 1997. Third Edtion ean McNiff 2002. Retrieved July 31, 2004 from http://www.jeanmcniff.com/booklet1.html.

4. MIKE S

"Action research is a disciplined process of inquiry conducted by and for those taking action.  The primary reason for engaging in action research is to assist the "actor" in the improving and/or refining his or her actions."

Richard Sager, (2000), Guiding School Improvement with Action Research, retrieved August 2, 2004, http://www.ascd.org/publications/books/100047/chapter1.html
5. TARA

"Educational action-research is a term used to describe a family of activities in curriculum development, professional development, school improvement programmes, and systems planning and policy development. These activities have in common the identification of strategies of planned action which are implemented, and then systematically submitted to observation, reflection and change. Participants in the action being considered are intricately involved with all of these activities." (ERDC 1981)
Teaching and Learning Research Methodologies:  Problem Solving Research / Action-Research. (n.d.). Retrieved August 2, 2004 from  University College Dublin website:  http://www.ucd.ie/teaching/res/qua5.
6. CHRISTIAN

"Traditional educational research has limited usefulness for classroom teachers. It often requires the carrying out of specific research projects to the exclusion of their teaching. When educators talk about teacher research, or teaching as research they envision teachers extending their role to include critical reflection upon their teaching. Some examples of teaching as research include educators who wish to undertake research in their classrooms or schools for the purpose of improving teaching, to test educational theory, or to evaluate and implement an educational plan. Teacher researchers have adopted the label "action research " to describe their particular approach to classroom research."

Sharon Parsons, San Diego State University. Teacher Research
Retrieved August 2, 2004 from: http://www.accessexcellence.org/21st/TL/AR/
7. JASON

Action Research is a three-step spiral process of (1) planning which involves reconnaissance; (2) taking actions; and (3) fact-finding about the results of the action.
Kurt Lewin (1947)
FAU College of Education: SFCEL (2004). How is Action Research Defined?

Retrieved August 3, 2004 from  http://www.coe.fau.edu/sfcel/define.htm
8. MIKE D

Methodologies may vary, but the research must maintain a commitment to notions of emancipation involving 
a freeing or the mind from distortions of ignorance, ideology, irrationality, tradition, and habit so the beneficiary is able to become properly rational and see the world right. It entails commitment to individual autonomy and democratic principles of equality and justice
. (Parker, 1997: 41)

Parker, S. (1997). Reflective Teaching in the Postmodern World. Buckingham: Open University Press.

9. KAREN C

Action research is deliberate, solution-oriented investigation that is group or personally owned and conducted. It is characterized by spiraling cycles of problem identification, systematic data collection, reflection, analysis, data-driven action taken, and, finally, problem redefinition.

 

Johnson, Beverly. (1993). Teacher-as-Researcher. ERIC Clearinghouse on Teacher Education, ED355205.

Retrieved August 3, 2004 from http://www.ericfacility.net/ericdigests/ed355205.html
 

Beverly Johnson - Office of Educational Research and Improvement, U.S. Department of Education

10. BERNARD

Action research is inquiry or research in the context of focused efforts to improve the quality of an organization and its performance. It typically is designed and conducted by practitioners who analyze the data to improve their own practice. Action research can be done by individuals or by teams of colleagues. The team approach is called collaborative inquiry. 

Action research has the potential to generate genuine and sustained improvements in schools. It gives educators new opportunities to reflect on and assess their teaching; to explore and test new ideas, methods, and materials; to assess how effective the new approaches were; to share feedback with fellow team members; and to make decisions about which new approaches to include in the team's curriculum, instruction, and assessment plans. (Laboratory, 2004)

 

Laboratory, N. C. R. E. (2004). Action research. Pathways to School Improvement   Retrieved August 2, 2004, from http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/issues/envrnmnt/drugfree/sa3act.htm 

11. JIM

Action research aims to contribute both to the practical concerns of people in an immediate problematic situation and to the goals of social science by joint collaboration within a mutually acceptable ethical framework (Rapoport, 1970)

 

Rapoport, R.N. (1970) Three dilemmas in action research. Human Relations, 23, 499-514.
Robert Rapoport (1924-1996) was a social anthropologist. From 1987-1991, he served as a visiting professor at the University of Surrey, Department of Psychology.

12. KARI

Action research is a research paradigm which allows you to develop knowledge or understanding as part of practice. It allows research to be done in situations where other research methods may be difficult to use. For instance, you may find it useful if..
*        you must remain flexible
*        or you wish to involve the people in the system being researched
*        or you wish to bring about change at the same time
*        or the situation is too ambiguous to frame a precise research question.

or any combination of the preceding conditions.

In short, action research is a useful way of doing research if you are a practitioner who wishes to improve your understanding of your practice. 

Dick, B. and Swepson, P. (1997) Action research FAQ: "frequently asked questions" file [On line]. 
Retrieved Aug 4, 2004 from http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/arp/arfaq
13. MATT

Action Research is the systematic study of attempts to improve educational practice by groups of participants by means of their own practical actions and by means of their own reflection upon the effects of those actions. (Ebbutt, 1985)

Teresa Field, John Hopkins University. Action Research Overview. Retrieved August 3, 2004 from: http://www.sitesupport.org/actionresearch/ses1_act2_pag1.shtml
14. CHRIS

Action research for personal professional development involves a dynamic interaction between my activities as a teacher-researcher of the following kinds:

 

· personal reflective interpretations of classroom events and pupils' ideas, and how they can be understood in relation to my teaching and developmental aims, values and beliefs 

· gathering evidence of events and particularly my own actions which are intended to improve practice 

· understanding other
s ideas, as gained from reading published material, from the comments of 
critical friends and from feedback by visitors to the classroom 

 

Application: evidence of actions and events (in my past and present professional practice) in which ideas for possible improvement (action steps) are tried out and monitored for their effects (intended and unintended) on the situation and the people involved. 

 

Gathering, saving, presenting to others and trying to make meaning of my evidence about the children's learning, my teaching, my talking with them about their ideas, feelings and their work.

 

Gathering evidence in the forms of: observational notes made myself or by visitors to my classroom, taking photographs, making audio and (possibly) video recordings of classroom work or of instance interviews with the children carried out by me or by a visitor, selecting examples of the children's work, gathering structured or semi-structured forms of evidence such as a tick sheet about events of significance to my practice.
 

There is no fixed starting point within this dynamic because each teacher may find a different point at which to enter the interconnected triangle of components and begin to set up interactions between components.

 

Ovens, Peter. EBT Project Method: Teachers
 Action Researches. Retrieved August 8, 2004, from Nottingham Trent University web site for Evidence Based Teaching: http://education.ntu.ac.uk/Research/themes/develop_pri_pract/

ebt/action_research.html

 

15. SCOTT

"Action Research is the process by which practitioners attempt to study their problems scientifically in order to guide, correct, and evaluate their decisions and actions." by Stehpen Corey

FAU College of Education:  SFCEL (2004).  How is Action Research Defined?      Retrieved from http://www.coe.fau.edu/sfcel/define.htm
Stephen Corey is the associate editor of The Georgia Review, with which he has worked for nineteen years. His essays have appeared in periodicals including Shenandoah, Poets & Writers, and The Laurel Review. He is co-editor (with Warren Slesinger) of the essay anthology Spreading The Word: Editors On Poetry (The Bench Press, 2001). Corey has published numerous collections of poems, most recently Greatest Hits, 1980-2000 (Pudding House Press, 2000) and Mortal Fathers And Daughters (Palanquin Press, 1999).

16. XING

Educators work collaboratively to form questions about their professional practice; to collect, analyze, and interpret data; to draw conclusions about their practice; and to use the results of this research to enhance and improve their professional practice.

New Jersey Education Association [Definitions of terms]. Retrieved August 6, 2004 from http://www.njea.org/ProfessionalDevelopment/DefinitionOfTerms.asp.
